











By the Numbers:

2.4 million — acres of state-owned public aquatic lands thatthe
_ Washington state Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages.

--,_;,.TO:evpércehtage of acres of tide‘lahds.ih the Puget Sound thé_t' are
_ privately owned. , L .

2,100 — acres of state-owned hublic aquatic lands DNR currently
" leases for aquaculture, 80 percent of which is for oyster harvest. There
is no state program to lease public tidelands for geoduck harvest,

410 — acres of geoduck planted on 36,000 total acres of commercial
shellfish areas in Washington state, as of May 20, 2010. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers estimates that 80 percent of the nationwide permit

. applications were submitted as of May 20. : - -

_ 70 - acres of géoduék planted on Taylor Shellfish farms, on _fhé’ . .
own land and on 65 private leases. Five years ago, Taylorhad

 approximately 40 leases. v --
3 acres of commercial geoduck planted in 1997.
$1.8 million — approximate amount of money that the staté: .w'ot_xyidb ‘ v

_earn every five years if it leased just 30 acres of tideland for geodu
__harvest. -

$4 million — estimated total annual payroll of employeééﬁzvot‘
private geoduck farming at Taylor Shellfish in 2008,
: ' Journal photos by Arla Shephard

Panopea generosa, better known as the

- geoduck clam, has been a profitable crop
for Taylor Shellfish, and other area shellfish
companies, since the mid-1990s. But, the
question of whether the state should lease
public tidelands to shellfish companies for
geoduck farming has proved contentious.

330 - Number of employees of Taylor Shellfish _in,the:'Uni'tezd States,
including 30 year—roundvgeoduck farm workers.

$6.31 million - value of the 850,000 million pounds of geodu
harvested in Washington state in 2005. e

$66.1 million — estimated value of the more than 23.6 million pounds of
shellfish produced in Washington State in 2006. .

2b~ the shellfish industry’s ranking for highest empidyeriih Ma‘

County.

80 — percentage of rent the state collects from sheﬂﬁ'shi!‘eééééiihaf' .

__goes toward an Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA). These
funds finance habitat restoration, education and research projects al
over the state, including more than h

County since 2007.

alf-a-million dollars toward Mason .

__ Sources:; Washington State Department of Nat’urél Resources,
Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife, Taylor Shellfish,
_Seattle Shellfish, Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association, US.

Army Corps of Engineers.

“One of the goals was to
engage more people than you
could [with] a public meet-
ing,” DNR’s Toso said. “For
the first online forum, we
thought it was successful...
it’s not connected to any spe-
cific action [and] it did not
have to do with the North
Bay trespass.”

When asked whether the
state could eventually imple-
ment a program to lease state
tidelands for geoduck har-
vest, Toso pauses.

“Right now, we don’t have
a program.” Another pause.
“Right now we don’t have a
program,” he repeats. “But
that’s not to say that there
couldn’t be [one] in the fu-
ture.”

Toso said that Commis-
sioner Goldmark is commit-
ted to the restoration and
cleanup of the Sound.

“Welll go where the sci-
ence tells us,” he added.

And the restoration and
cleanup of the Sound could
be more closely linked to
geoduck harvest than some

might think.

At least 80 percent of the
rent the state collects from
its other shellfish leases goes
toward an Aquatic Lands
Enhancement Account
(ALEA), which finances
habitat restoration, educa-
tion and research projects all
over the state.

In Mason County, more
than $15,000 in ALEA funds
went toward teaching 7th-
grade students about the

Hood Canal watershed, as -

part of the Hood Canal Salm-

on Enhancement Group’s

environmental seminars
in 2007 and 2008. Another
$50,000 went toward Hood
Canal steelhead recovery ef-
forts in Lilliwaup in 2009.

The biggest thing the
shellfish industry has going
for it right now, in terms of
the future of geoduck aqua-
culture, is the stalled state
economy.

“The number of jobs we’ve
created is not insignificant,”
Taylor Shellfish’s Dewey
said. “There’s definitely an
opportunity for the state to
make quite a bit of money.”

As for an end to disputes
with homeowners, Dewey
believes the solution comes
down to planning — changing
the state’s Growth Manage-
ment Act to include shell-
fish under agriculture would
zone tracts of tideland for
agricultural use, a move the
Obama administration has
encouraged states to look
into.

Homeowners could then
make informed decisions
about whether or not to
move next to a geoduck
farm, much like they could
decide not to move next to a
dairy farm, Dewey said.

“Then at the end of the
day, the argument would be
over,” he said.



