






ington shoreline areas and, 
perhaps more importantly, 
it established the concept of 
"preferred uses" of shorelines. 

Those preferred uses in­
cluded single-family resi­
dences, ports, recreational 
purposes and water-depen­
dent industrial and commer­
cial developments, "which 
are consistent with control of 
pollution and prevention of 
damage to the natural envi­
ronment, or are unique to or 
dependent upon use of the 
state's shorelines." 

Even though Michel is 
right that the act does not 
specifically mention geoduck 
aquaculture, that may soon 

- the Department 
of Ecology is circulating a 
draft document of proposed 
amendments that would add 
language on geoduck aqua­
culture to the act. 

For example, WAC 173-
26-201(2)(d)(ii) would add 
"marinas, ports and commer­
cial geoduck aquaculture" to 
the list of water-dependent 
and associated water-related 
uses that shorelines could be 

I reserved for and WAC 173-
26-201(3)(c)(xi) would list 
shoreline characteristics that 
local governments should 
look for when identifYing 
"areas suitable for geoduck 
aquaculture." 

Since geoduck is a rela­
tively new crop, not much 
research has been done on 
how large-scale farming of 
the clam could affect other 

species. 
A 2008 Washington Sea 

Grant report on the effects 
of aquaculture on 
the environment, written by 
three of Wash­
ington fisheries researchers, 
primarily looks at how vast 
quantities of other bivalve 
mollusks, like oysters, clams 
and mussels, affect their sur­
rOlmdings. 

"There are several cases of 
dramatic ecosystem changes 
attributed to the robust fil­
tering ability of bivalves," 
both positive and negative, 
the report states. Studies 
have shown that filtering­
feeding bivalves can some­
times decrease phytoplank­
ton blooms, altering food web 
dynamics. 

Much of the environmen­
tal concern from the public 
has to do with the nets and 
tubes commercial shellfish 
growers use to hold and pro­
tect the geoduck during the 
first two years of its crop cy­
cle. 

"It's definitely an impact 
on the ecology of the area, 
and it's not consistent with 
the recovery efforts [of the 
Puget Sound]," said Laura 
Hendricks, chair of the 
shorelines and aquaculture 
sub-committee of the Cascade 
chapter of the Sierra Club. 
"Each day, more citizens call 
or write us with more reports 
of the destruction of our 
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native species as industrial 
aquaculture expands down 
our shorelines." 

Hendricks is currently 
occupied with a dispute be­
tween Seattle Shellfish and 
residents living on Harstine 
Island - the shellfish compa­
ny plans to build a geoduck 
feed rafting system "the size 
of 3, football field" at Spencer 
Cove, Hendricks said. 

Because Seattle Shellfish 
owns the tideland under the 
Bush and Callow acts, the 
company argued at a hear­
ing two-and-a-halfweeks ago 
that it does not need DNR ap­
proval for the operation. 

Some neighboring resi­
dents testified saying that 
they "bought this property 
because it was pristine, and 
you're saying you're putting 
in a factory farm?" Hendricks 
said. 

She expects the hearing 
examiner (who has yet to 
make a ruling) will be under 
pressure because "Mason 
County has been the center 
of shellfish aquaculture for 
eons," she said. 

"It really comes down to, 
are the people of Washington 
going to have to see this all 
out there just because it ben­
efits the shellfish industry?" 
she asked. 

self: 'This is probably what 
my grandfather would have 
thought back when regula­
tions first started being im­
plemented to control who cut 
what on timberland.'" 

Seattle Shellfish is another 
company recently found tres­
passing on state tidelands, by 
about a half-acre, according 
to a December 2009 survey 
by Agate Land Surveying. 

In the same survey, Arca­
dia Point Seafood was also 
found growing geoduck on a 
half-acre of state property; 
and in another Taylor was 
found trespassing on nearly 
two acres at Pickering Pas­
sage. The state has yet to re­
solve these issues either, as of 
press time. 

"I think for a lot of years 
survey boundaries didn't 
matter," said Gibbons, who 
likes to put shellfish har­
vesting in the context of 
how much more shellfish 
other countries produce. "In 
the entire state, our produc­
tion of oysters is a 100 mil­
lion pounds, yet the Chinese 
produce 5.2 billion pounds ... 
people throw around the 
term industrial, but [that's] 
what industrial really looks 

. like." 
Gibbons contends that 

much of the debate against 
geoduck aquaculture on state 
lands, including the more 
than 350 comments on the 
DNR online forums, comes 
from the "same small group 
of opponents, seemingly con-

Michel remembers a day, cerned with the effects of 
two or three years ago, when shellfish aquaculture on their 
he was riding around Ham- views," he wrote in a letter to 
mersley Inlet with his sister DNR. 
and son. He fails to note that of the 

Through the sheer luck of 19 individual participants 
being at the same place at the who posted in favor of geo­
same time, he met and struck duck aquaculture, writing 
up a conversation with Jim more than 100 comments, 
Gibbons, owner and founder more than 90 percent of them 
of Seattle Shellfish. were shellfish farm owners, 

"His line that I'll never their family members or their 
forget is: 'I used to be able to employees. 
do anything, and now people Around 50 other individu­
are telling me that I have to als wrote about 250 respons­
do things in a certain way,''' es unfavorable toward geo­
Michel said. "I thought to my- duck farming. 
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"One of the goals was to 
engage more people than you 
could [with] a public meet­
ing," DNR's Toso said. "For 
the first online forum, we 
thought it was successful ... 
it's not connected to any spe­
cific action [and] it did not 
have to do with the North 
Bay trespass." 

When asked whether the 
state could eventually imple­
ment a program to lease state 
tidelands for geoduck har­
vest, Toso pauses. 

"Right now, we don't have 
a program." Another pause. 
"Right now we don't have a 
program," he repeats. "But 
that's not to say that there 
couldn't be [one] in the fu­
ture." 

Toso said that Commis­
sioner Goldmark is commit­
ted to the restoration and 
cleanup of the SoUnd. 

''We'll go where the sci­
ence tells us," he added. 

And the restoration and 
cleanup of the Sound could 
be more closely linked to 
geoduck harvest than some 
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Panopea generosa, better known as the 
geoduck clam, has been a profitable crop 
for Taylor Shellfish, and other area shellfish 
companies, since the mid-1990s. But, the 
question of whether the state should lease 
public tidelands to shellfish companies for 
geoduck farming has proved contentious. 

might think. 
At least 80 percent of the 

rent the state collects from 
its other shellfish leases goes 
toward an Aquatic Lands 
Enhancement Account 
(ALEA) , which finances 
habitat restoration, educa­
tion and research projects all 
over the state. 

In Mason County, more 
than $15,000 in ALEA funds 
went toward teaching 7th­
grade students about the 
Hood Canal watershed, as 
part of the Hood Canal Salm­
on Enhancement Group's 
environmental seminars 
in 2007 and 2008. Another 
$50,000 went toward Hood 
Canal steelhead "recovery ef­
forts in Lilliwaup in 2009. 

The biggest thing the 
shellfish industry has going 
for it right now, in term~ of 
the future of geoduck aqua­
culture, is the stalled state 
economy. 

"The number of jobs we've 
created is not insignificant," 
Taylor Shellfish's Dewey 
said. "There's definitely an 
opportunity for the state to 
make quite a bit of money." 

As for an end to disputes 
with homeowners, Dewey 
believes the solution comes 
down to plaruiing - changing 
the state's Growth Manage­
ment Act to include shell­
fish under agriculture would 
zone tracts of tideland for 
agricultural use, a move the 
Obama administration has 
encouraged states to look 
into. 

Homeowners could then 
make informed decisions 
about whether or not to 
move next to a geoduck 
farm, much like they could 
decide not to move next to a 
dairy farm, Dewey said. 

"Then at the end of the 
day, the argument would be 
over," he said. 


