ASSESSMENT OF RCW  90.58.020 – SMA POLICY STATEMENTS

FROM 90.58.020 – FIRST PART
“It is the policy of the state to provide for the management of the shorelines of the state by planning for and fostering all reasonable and appropriate uses. This policy is designed to insure the development of these shorelines in a manner which, while allowing for limited reduction of rights of the public in the navigable waters, will promote and enhance the public interest. This policy contemplates protecting against adverse effects to the public health, the land and its vegetation and wildlife, and the waters of the state and their aquatic life, while protecting generally public rights of navigation and corollary rights incidental thereto.”

AS NOTED IN THE PURPLE HIGHLIGHTING, SHORELINE PLANNING IS TO BE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST.  AND WHILE NEW DEVELOPMENT IS ALLOWED, IT MUST PROTECT THESE THINGS IN BOLD AT ALL TIMES.  NOTICE THAT NOT EVEN WATER DEPENDANT USES ARE LISTED IN THE ACTUAL POLICY AS BEING EQUAL TO THE BOLDED ITEMS.
SECOND PART
The SMA provides particular protection of Shorelines of Statewide Significance by establishing a preference for long term protection of the public interest, and for protecting the natural character and functions of these shorelines, as follows:

”…local government, in developing master programs for shorelines of statewide significance, shall give preference to uses in the following order of preference which:

(1) Recognize and protect the statewide interest over local interest;

(2) Preserve the natural character of the shoreline;

(3) Result in long term over short term benefit;

(4) Protect the resources and ecology of the shoreline;

(5) Increase public access to publicly owned areas of the shorelines;

(6) Increase recreational opportunities for the public in the shoreline;

(7) Provide for any other element as defined in RCW 90.58.100 deemed appropriate or necessary.

IN PIERCE COUNTY SHORELINES OF STATEWIDE SIGNIFICANCE INCLUDE THE NISQUALLY DELTA, DEEP WATER AREAS OF PUGET SOUND, AND THE BIG RIVERS AND LAKES/RESERVOIRS.  NOTICE THE FIRST 4 PREFERENCES INCLUDE (IN BOLD) PROTECTING THE NATURAL FUNCTIONS.  NO SPECIFIC USES ARE MENTIONED OTHER THAN ACCESS AND RECREATION.  ALL THE REST ARE GROUPED UNDER #7.

THIRD PART
In the implementation of this policy the public's opportunity to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of natural shorelines of the state shall be preserved to the greatest extent feasible consistent with the overall best interest of the state and the people generally. To this end uses shall be preferred which are consistent with control of pollution and prevention of damage to the natural environment, or are unique to or dependent upon use of the state's shoreline. Alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines of the state, in those limited instances when authorized, shall be given priority for single family residences and their appurtenant structures, ports, shoreline recreational uses including but not limited to parks, marinas, piers, and other improvements facilitating public access to shorelines of the state, industrial and commercial developments which are particularly dependent on their location on or use of the shorelines of the state and other development that will provide an opportunity for substantial numbers of the people to enjoy the shorelines of the state. Alterations of the natural condition of the shorelines and shorelands of the state shall be recognized by the department.  

AS NOTED IN THE PURPLE HIGHLIGHTING, ACCESS, AESTHETICS, AND RECREATION (ENJOYMENT) IS CALLED OUT AS PARAMOUNT IN ALL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POLICY.  THE REST OF THE PARAGRAPH FLOWS FROM THIS STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION.  NOTICE THAT NO SPECIFIC USES GET PREFERENCE UNLESS THEY ARE WATER DEPENDANT.   NOTICE THAT ONLY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES, PORTS, RECREATION, ACCESS, AND WATER DEPENDENT INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL GET PRIORITY.  AQUACULTURE IS NOT LISTED AS A PRIORITY OR AT BEST CAN BE GROUPED WITH THE INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL WATER DEPENDENT USES.  NOTE THAT SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES ARE NOT “PREFERRED” USES, THEY ARE “PRIORITY” USES.
THE MAIN POINTS HERE ARE THAT PROTECTION OF THE NATURAL FUNCTIONS IS PARAMOUNT;  ALL USES HAVE TO DO THIS PLUS PRESERVE THE PUBLIC’S OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACCESS, AESTHETICS, AND RECREATION; AND WATER DEPENDANT USES HAVE EQUAL STANDING WITH EACH OTHER.  
