—————————— Forwarded message ----------
Date: Wed, Mar 31, 2010 at 8:20 AM
Subject: Can you please help?

To: tstu461@ecy.wa.gov

Good Day Ted,

| was given your name as a contact in the hope of possible help in a desperate
plea for help. Help with a terrible act of genocide that happened before my eyes
on the beautiful beach where | live. The Geo Duck farmers, Seattle Shellfish, was
digging up the beautiful purple Sand Dollars and dumping them by the
wheelbarrow full to the highest point on the beach to die! They were eradicating
this creature from their Geo Duck beds. | approached the workers asking what
they were doing and their reaction was relocating them so they can feed the
world. | ask them if they felt anything at all and why did they have to kill these
beautiful creatures and totally remove them from this beach. They said the Sand
Dollars were not dead and besides they didn't have a brain and it wasn't like
they were crushing them. They stated that they would migrate back the the same
site and that is why they erected a fence to keep them out. This is one of the
most absurd, ridiculous occurrences | have ever witnessed! | stopped, walked up
to the pile of literally thousands, picked one up and it's once soft purple feet were
dry and lifeless...DEAD. | turned with tears streaming down my cheeks filled with
grief, sorrow and disbelief for what my species had done and called them
heartless, unfeeling beasts. They said we are feeding the world. | replied,
"Feeding your pockets with greed!" | announced | would be calling the
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission and went back to my home. |
proceeded to take pictures and witnessed one of the workers relieving himself on
the beach which is captured in a picture but may be too far away to see his male
member also in one picture was glass jar left behind by them also. So being after
business hours | decided to call the next day, which was March 23.

| did just that, 8:00 am | called the headquarters Fish and Wildlife in Montesano.
The receptionist assured me she would have an officer contact me shortly. | gave
her my full name address and cell phone number. Off to work | went, patiently
awaiting that phone call to no avail. March 24th | decided to call the Olympia
office of the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission. This time | spoke with
Lori Preuess 360-902-2930, she was so gracious and agreed it didn't sound like
it was the right thing to do but did not know the laws and assured me she would
have an officer contact me asap. She took my name address telephone number
and stated they may want to come to my beach, which | welcomed. Again off to
work | went and waited for that phone call, again no call came. Again | watched
in horror as the workers of Seattle Shellfish worked into the late hours of the
night digging and dumping the helpless Sand Dollars up the high side of the
beach next the bluffs. | became so upset | called again the Montesano Fish and
Wildlife to hear a message advising to call the State Patrol, so | did. | spoke to an
officer told him my plight and he said he would contact an officer and | should



hear from one shortly. After waiting for quite some time | had to get some sleep
around 10:30 pm | gave up and went to be but the Geo Duckers were still in the
KILLING FIELDS working away until God knows when, killing and killing and
killing again.

March 25th | called Lori at the Olympia office and got her answering machine. |
left a message in tears telling her | thought they were the stewards of our earth
looking out for the animals and working for the protection of the species not in the
best interest of the killers. | had heard from no one and were they waiting until
the job of killing was finished until they addressed this issue? She returned my
call leaving a message on my phone assuring me an officer, a captain would be
in contact with me and they were so short handed they were doing what they
could. Still no phone call until March 26th about 12:30 pm an officer called, very
abrupt and said "you called?" Silly me | thought he would have been told why |
called - NOT - so | began asking if it was legal for the Geo Duck farmers to
remove and kill the Sand Dollars from their planting field, he interrupted me and
stated | have been on annual leave and the Geo Duck Farmers were allowed to
kill any living creature that interfered with their crop! | was devastated and with
disbelief thanked him (for what | still do not know) and hung up.

| was crushed and decided to try one last thing....before pulling into my drive way
| decided to go to my neighbor where the Geo Duck farmers were working on
their beach area and inform them of what was happening. After my conversation
they said " It is not our beach, we weren't given the rights when we purchased
our home, sorry. My heart sank. | went home and to my dismay, the diving barge
was on the killing site now and now it was time to remove the native geo ducks
so there was a sterile field ready to plant. During the last two years | have lived
on this beautiful beach | have withessed more than this in destruction, | have
witnessed the clubbing of the Sea Snail shells where Jim Gibbons himself
announced he does this regularly because they eat his Geo duck. | have see
human feces on the beach from his workers because apparently no facility is
provided and of course urination right in front of me not even hiding. | even have
a photo capturing one urinating. This is appalling and must stop.

| will not give in and let these greedy, killers prevail without one more try for help.
Please is there anything you can do, anything? Even if you can guide me to
someone else that may help. The Sand Dollars do not have a voice that most
humans can hear so | will be their voice "Help stop the killing" What is next and
what will be the effects on our environment and our beautiful Puget Sound? | love
living here and all the gifts that have been entrusted with are disappearing right
before our eyes. Doesn't anyone care?

Thank you for your time,

Brenda



February 27, 2009

To: Mr. Rich Doenges
Division Manager for Aquatics Resource
rich.doenges@dnr.wa.gov

Mr. Peter Goldmark
DNR Commissioner of Public Lands
Peter.goldmark@dnr.wa.gov

Ms. Lynda Ring Erickson (Prime for Victor) lyndare@co.mason.wa.us
Mr. Tim Sheldon Tims@co.mason.wa.us
Mr. Ross Gallagher rossg@co.mason.wa.us

Mason County Commissioners' Office

411 North 5th Street

Shelton, Washington 98584

Subject: Residential Concerns with Taylor Shellfish — Case Inlet
Mr. Doenges,

We have owned a home on the West-side of Case Inlet for ten years, on State Route 302.
During that time, we have raised concerns about environmental abuses. The initial concern was
with Mr. Reggie Engman who we witnessed poisoning the tidelands with 40-pound bags of lime.
Specifically, during extremely low tides, Mr. Engman was making piles of starfish up and down
the inlet and then covering the piles with pounds of lime. At that time, a gray whale had been
feeding in Case Inlet for more than a month. In addition to killing the star fish and crabs, other
marine life was dead and dying all around. At that time | contacted Fish and Wildlife. We were
shocked to again witness Mr. Engman using lime the following year. | followed-up with Fish and
Wildlife, the water department and several other government agencies. Fish and Wildlife finally
determined Mr. Engman's actions represented a Federal offense and could be subject to
prosecution, including jail and fines. The result, Mr. Engman was given a warning to cease.

Since that time, Mr. Engman has leased his property to Taylor's Shellfish. This commercial
endeavor has grown dramatically with devastating environmental results. Football field size beds
of geoducks now run up and down Case Inlet. These fields consist of thousands of individual pvc
tubes, small plastic nets used as hoods over each tube, all covered with netting held in place with
rebar. The beach is littered with pvc pipe, nylon nets, rubber bands, rubber gloves, etc. Starfish
are all but gone, as are most forms of tidal marine life. The tidelands themselves are changing -
the sand is more compact, lacking the natural affects from crab, worms and other marine life.
These geoduck beds are expanding at alarming rates. Workers are on the beach day and night -
using lamps at night; the pump and staging barges and equipment have been moored in front of
our property for the past several months and prior to that were moored a short distance down the
beach for extended periods of time. The generators are also run for long periods of time.

We have seen eagle tangled in the nets twice, fortunately, they were able to free themselves so
far. We have stood by preparing to intervene had it proven necessary.

Concern should also be given to the migrating gray whale feeding habitat - note, we have not
seen a gray whale for several years now. Killer whale visit and the harbor porpoise, seal lions,
seals, river otters, eagle, osprey, and so much more that are live in and around Case Inlet should
be given consideration.



We are aware that the University of Washington was performing studies of the impact of geoduck
farming on eel grass, but have not been able to contact them for the results of their research.

We have also been concerned with Taylor's unsafe practice of marking different areas with 20-25
foot pvc pipe (poles) or small trees. We have witnessed a jet skier injured when they drove right
into a leaning pole and worry other boaters, water skiers run the risk of further, more significant
injury - not to mention the pvc poles are a pollutant, they are simply unsightly and unnecessary in
light of GPS technology.

Taylor Shellfish, to our knowledge, has been assigned by DNR to operate the geoduck
aquaculture monitoring sites on state aquatic lands.

We are also aware of mooring constraints commencing in April. Specifically... Persons shall not
moor or anchor a vessel in the same area on state-owned aquatic lands for periods longer than
thirty consecutive days or for more than a total of ninety days in any three hundred sixty-five day
period. For purposes of WAC 332-52-155, "in the same area" means within a radius of five miles
of any location where the vessel was previously moored or anchored. It is obvious Taylor’'s does
not have the means or standards to moor their equipment in appropriate areas.

We understand the shoreline management act has a preferred single family residences use. We
do not believe the elevated level of aquaculture geoduck cultivation brings was anticipated when
the law was originally written, whether seen in tubes/nets to gas/diesel generators running at

night, to an eagle tangled in net, exhausted and facing certain death from by rising tides.

Watching Taylor's Shellfish operations grow at unprecedented rates, with little or no regard for
wildlife, pollution, public safety and private residences convinces us that Taylor Shellfish does not
follow best management practices on its private leases.

All said we believe Taylor Shellfish should be precluded from operating on any state tidelands.
We also believe the taxes generated by private waterfront residences exceeds the revenue
generated by the State sponsored approach to ruining the waters of Puget Sound.

Attached are photographs to demonstrate the extended moorage of these barges.

We request Taylor Shellfish be precluded from leasing state tidelands. If you have any questions
please don't hesitate to contact me. We will also be in contact with those organizations involved
with protecting Washington State shorelines and other organizations that may be interested in
this situation.

Best regards,

Name Withheld
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Sept. 2, 2005.

Yesterday (Wed., Sept. 7, 2005 at approximately 4:30 PM), | received a
phone call from Jim Gibbons. He was quite agitated, specifically over the
paragraph of my letter where | addressed the disappearance of the

mussels and oysters from the property where he has a permit to harvest clams.
We talked at length and | explained my intent was not to accuse or insult
him, but rather to express my questions and concems, that | do not know him
or his employees and | do not know whether they (the employees) took the
oysters and mussels or not. He remained angry with me. In retrospect,

| think | should simply have told him to write his response to you, the
Planning Dept., and not have engaged in a dialog with him. (Note:

during the course of our conversation, Jim did not express any concern over
the failure of his firm to clean up the netting or the issue of erosion;

his focus was on the perceived accusation of the taking of the other
shellfish.)

As stated above, | do not know this man Jim Gibbons nor any of his
employees. After our conversation, | felt uneasy and threatened. | am

not aware of another path to provide you feedback after you issue permits
such as this, but | now question my judgment in sending you feedback and
whether or not | put myself in jeopardy. | wonder if it was appropriate for Ty
to send both my name and address to Jim.

Please call me and let's discuss: (Il | am retired (for a

little over a year now, from the City of Tacoma, and yes, retirement is

wonderful!) so you should be able to reach me during normal business hours; if by
chance | don't answer, leave a message and I'll call you back.)

Thank you, Chuck. I'm hoping I'll feel a little less concerned after
we talk about this.

http://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=cealad2c7b&view=pt&search=inbox&th=11c24758... 9/2/2008



Tp: Bill Burrows
From:

Here are a few obsergations regarding our long experience with the
geoduck farms nearby, We are just south of Pt. Wilson, @ lots from the
acres of plantings.

1, Ve regularly pick up white plastic tubes and nets used in the "planting"
of the seed. Hecently an eagle became tangled in a net and had to be
cut loose by fishermen passing by.

2, These beds were planted several years ago. The ecology of the beach
has changed: Our sand has eroded, the mussel beds (natural) have 211 but
disappeared, there is debris everghere (iron stakes, etc.) The sand
dollars have gone, and what was once a natural, interesting beach is over.

3. The now-mature geoducks creste a slimy surface on the neach, possibly
from feces, This is obviously unpleasant to walk over, What this does
to the beach environment would be a question for marine biologists.

4o The company(s) involved have not followed up on previous assurances
to residents that the beach would be cleaned up. They are hypocritical in
pretending that they care about public relations.

5. When there is currently much concern about the condition and future

of Puget Sound, why isn't there more oversight regarding this kind of

agqua culture? These companies are making a great deal of money at the
expense of the environment, not to mention the nuisance and noise resultins
from their practices.

There are other issues I could go into, but thsseeg are chief concerns.
Please do not use my name: after the threats to people who have raised
guestions, one is reluctant to go public,

If you need support and alerts, let me know,



Adams Lane Aquaculture History

(as observed by neighbors)

Historically, aquaculture practices on the beaches below Adams Lane were less intensive and exclusive
than current practices. This allowed for a balanced environment where wildlife, community recreation
and aquaculture could all share the beach. In the last ten years, aquaculture has expanded beyond the
historical farmed area in our neighborhood, known as the “Bush-Callow parcel”. Currently owned by
Taylor Shellfish, this land parcel is located in the prime inter-tidal zone for naturally growing oysters
and clams, as it consists of small rocks, pebbles and sand. The zone below the parcel is muddy and
oysters are easily buried.

Until the late 90’s seeded shells or small oysters were spread on the best sections of this area, using
about half of the parcel area. These beds were left to mature without much intervention until the
oysters were harvested by hand. The beds were then dragged mechanically with a boat and basket to
dislodge remaining oysters embedded in the sand/rocks, and the beds were raked with a truck or tractor
to prepare for new plantings. Although native vegetation and animal species on the surface of the
beach were harmed in this process, there were sections of the parcel that were not being farmed so the
wildlife seemed to repopulate easily. Clams were also harvested by hand in a few areas of the parcel
above the oysters where the pebbles and sand are the right consistency for easy digging.

In the late 90’s Taylor Shellfish began cultivating clam beds by intensively seeding large areas and
covering the beds with fine mesh screens to keep out wildlife that might eat them. The combination of
how thickly clams are planted and the nets prevent the normal beach ecology from developing there.
Taylor Co. also began to stake out lines in additional areas of the beach and attach oyster bags to the
lines in a continuous blanket. This technique kept oysters from sinking into the softer sand/mud so the
lower tidal areas could also be farmed.

Slowly most of the inter-tidal environment has been covered with intensive planting and protective nets
and bags. At first you would see starfish, crabs, snails, sea cumbers etc. on the nets, but these have all
but disappeared, as well as the sea birds that used to feed on the beach and in the shallow waters, i.e.
herons, kingfishers, gulls, ducks, eagles and shore-walking birds.

At about the same time, Taylor Co. began planting geoducks in the lower mudflats, which had never
been farmed or harvested in the past. This entailed covering the tideland with up-ended PVC pipes with
nets protecting the seed, which were left on the beach for 5-6 years . In later years the pipes were
removed after a couple years. At harvest time a boat with a hydraulic fire-hose was used to liquefy the
seabed to a depth of 3-4 feet so workers could stand in the muck and pull the geoducks out of their
deep homes. These geoduck beds have increased over the last few years to now cover basically all the
lower tidelands to the extreme low-tide level. It appears the newer geoduck hybrids have a shorter life
cycle and more frequent harvestings.



Obviously the ecological environment of tideflat sea-life is totally disrupted in this process of harvesting
geoducks, and this is done repeatedly until every geoduck is found. The surrounding waters are cloudy
for quite a while with sediments. Adjacent tidelands and beaches not owned by Taylor Shellfish are
covered with silt repeatedly. As we are not marine biologists, it is hard to inventory these impacts, but
we observe changes such as sand dollar beds disappearing and the discovering them under inchers of
new silt. We are also not able to observe impacts on fish that forage and breed on the tidelands, or the
bigger fish that feed on them.

Taylor Shellfish has continually expanded the areas they are farming, at first on the tidelands in front of
the Walkers beach and now up and down the beach for miles. A neighbor requested that DNR look into
whether these areas in front of her beach were actually leased and permitted to Taylor Shellfish. There
was no governmental response and Taylor Shellfish told us they had prevailing rights to the tidelands.
Adams Lane residents have become more concerned about the health of the beach and tidelands as
undisturbed beach/tidal areas with native ecosystems have disappeared, leaving no nearby refuge areas
for sea-life to survive and repopulate disturbed areas.

Most shoreline residents are not against aquaculture, in fact we especially appreciate seafood. We are
also especially attuned to and involved with the natural environment of the shoreline because we live
here every day. We are protective of this ecosystem because we are part of it; asis aquaculture, the
native wildlife and the rest of the community who have come to Totten Inlet for recreation and to enjoy
its unique, unspoiled beauty. We do not want aquaculture to go away, we just want balance in how
Totten Inlet is used and protection of its natural ecosystem.

Barbara Mondau

Adams Lane Resident



